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This will be my last edition of Steve’s Spam as next
Monday night we will join with our partner clubs of
Stones Corner and Hamilton to present the Art
Spectacular funds distribution. | would like to take the
opportunity to thank all members for their contribution
this year and wish Deb’s new Board every success. The
effort delivered by the membership this year has been
exceptional with everyone having participated to deliver
what has been an impressive program of Rotary and
community activities.

The meeting at Stones Corner Club will be an important
highlight of the Rotary year and is the culmination of a
large effort across the three participating clubs. Sizeable
cheques will be presented to the Heart Foundation,
ROMAC and the Royal Flying Doctor Service and to
each participating club. The meeting will be a great
opportunity to have fellowship with our compatriots in the
other clubs and | would encourage as many members as
possible to be part of this event.

Our last meeting was held at the Boundary Street
Boarding House. This accommodation for
disadvantaged persons has been the recipient of a
number of efforts from our club. Garden furniture was
purchased with last year’s fund donation and the club
has provided assistance with provision of household
goods as well as collection of hotel toiletries

The Boarding House has recently become part of the
Bric housing network which is a not for profit
organisation that provides accommodation locally for
600 homeless and disadvantaged people. The project
provides both short and long term residence with the aim
of getting people back on their feet for re-entry into the
mainstream community.

The Boarding House meeting was addressed by Helen
Stebins the Chairperson of Better Housing, Ronda
Phillips the Chairperson of Bric Housing and Lee Burton
the CEO of Bric Housing. The speakers discussed the
scale and issues around homeless accommodation and
in particular the crisis that is being driven by housing
affordability. Susan Rix won the quote of the day with
her very tacky comment about striped polyester bags,
which are often used by homeless, being New Zealand
suitcases.

President Steve

Apollo astronaut Buzz Aldrin takes a look beyond
the horizon

When Buzz
Aldrin and Neil
Armstrong
touched down
on the moon in
NASA's Apollo
11 lunar module
on 20 July 1969,
.. ourthinking
T S about the
universe — and Earth’s place in it — changed forever.
Aldrin’s career was distinguished from the beginning.
After graduating third in his class from West Point with a
bachelor of science degree, he was commissioned as a
second lieutenant in the Air Force in 1951. He promptly
saw action in the Korean War, flying 66 combat missions
as an F-86 Sabre pilot and shooting down two MIG-15s.
After completing his doctorate of science in astronautics
from MIT, he returned to the Air Force, and in October
1963 was tapped for space travel as a member of the
third class of NASA astronauts. When the historic moon
flight ended, he continued to contribute to NASA and the
Air Force in various roles until his retirement from active
duty in 1972.

Since then, Aldrin has appeared in numerous film and
television productions and is still involved in space
exploration. In 1995, he founded Starcraft Enterprises,
an aerospace technology company that designs
reusable shuttle launchers. In 2001, he was appointed
by President George W. Bush to the Commission on the
Future of the United States Aerospace Industry. Last
year, he was seen in the documentary In the Shadow of
the Moon.

To explore the background of some of Aldrin’s historic
photographs of the moon and outer space, The Rotarian
asked writer Digby Diehl to talk with the former astronaut
and honorary Rotarian.

The Rotarian: Both the photographs you have taken
of outer space and the photographs that Lennart
Nilsson has taken inside the human eye have the
unusual properties of bringing great beauty and
scientific research together. Were you aware of tha  t
combination when you took the pictures?

Buzz Aldrin: At the time, | know that we marveled at the
beauty of the universe and even of the stark images on
the surface of the moon. However, the purpose of the
photos was to document our visit to the moon and to
record images of the earth and the universe from
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viewpoints that no human beings had ever been able to
see before. Because of the lighting conditions, many of
the images of outer space were taken from the lunar
module as we were heading toward the moon. Of
course, these photographs also stretched our
imaginations about space and time, as well as giving
some scientific information. | think the images from the
Hubble Space Telescope fall into that same category.
Those are many spectacular views that have widened
our understanding of just what is out there. When NASA
finally launches the James Webb Space Telescope in a
few years, | think we will learn even more.

One of your most famous pictures is that one of
your footprint on the moon. Why did you take that
photograph?

| was just fascinated
with the crisp, precise
way the boots left an
impression in the
moon’s surface. As you
know, the moon is
covered with a fine dust
that has the consistency
of talcum powder. It

struck me as something quite unusual and | thought I

ought to get a really good picture of a boot print. Rather
than take a photo of one that was already there, | looked
around for a fairly smooth area, and took a picture,
holding the camera at about waist level, of the area
where | was going to put the boot down, so | had an
image of the surface before | put my foot down. Then |
stepped back and took another picture. | looked at it and
decided, “That's kind of lonely looking.” Then | put my
foot down again, but afterward, | moved it a little bit
away from the print so you can see the boot and the
edge of a boot print. Thus it was a sequence of three
pictures that | thought would be useful. Of course, the
solo boot print is more symbolic, because it stays there

long after the boot and its wearer have returned to Earth.

What did the moon’s surface feel like as you

stepped on it?

You have to start out with the fact that on the moon we
are only attracted to the surface by a gravitational
attraction that's one-sixth of what we have here on
Earth. Then you have to look at the consistency of the
boot. It was a heavily padded overshoe, so there was
quite a cushioning effect on your foot. My foot was so
insulated that there wasn’t much transmission of any
feeling of the surface. It was like walking around in thick
bedroom slippers.

Any special message for the Rotary members
reading this?
Only that I'm very pleased with the symbol and the
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words involved in this organization — rotating things —

because there’s so much rotation in the universe. The
world we're in rotates, and each object seems to be in
some kind of a revolving orbit around something else.

That's how space exists, and | think the term Rotary is
very descriptive.
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Birthdays: Peter Janssen, Malcolm Nagle (10), Rod
Carstens (11), Bill Leveritt (16), James Goodman (18),
Gordana Blazevic, Stephanie Manger (19), Elena Gosse
(20), Sally Brewer (21), lain Foster, (22), Josephine
Leveritt, Brittany Wappett (23), Barbara Wappett (25),
John McGinley (28), Tim Arvier (29)
Wedding Anniversaries: Angela & Robert Tillmans (3),
John & Susan McGinley (12), Darian & Maria Hielscher
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The Rotary Club of Montrose, Scotland, (District 1010)
meets on Tuesday 1815 at George Hotel)
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16 June Combined club meeting at Stones 6pm
for 6.30pm at East Leagues Club, Main
St, Coorparoo
27 June Changeover night (No club meeting on

26 June)

CHANGES TO CLUB MEETING
A make-up table will be arranged on Thursday 19 & 26.

16 June - Joint meeting with Hamilton and Stones
Corner Clubs for distribution of Art Show Funds...more
details closer to the date Friday 27 June - Changeover
dinner at Indooroopilly Golf Club....invitations will be sent
out soon.
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O Lord and giver of all good, we thank you for our daily
food.
May Rotary friends and Rotary ways help us to serve
you all our days.
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Members who are unable to attend meetings, or who are
bringing guests, are asked to notify Ros Harris by
midday each Wednesday
(emailoceanwave102@primusonline.com.au

Position 12 June 3 July 10 July 17 July
Chairman Ron M Peta N Rob O Mike O
Set Up Peta N Rob O Mike O Bill P

Set Up Rob O Mike O Bill P Russell P
Close Down Mike O Bill P Russell P Susan R
Close Down Bill P Russell P Susan R Lukas S
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